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the circumstances  are pressing, other proofs must
take their place.*'

" Even if one does a little too much/' he writes
again, " no inconvenience results and security is
assured; for fear is the thing which is most likely
to dissipate cabals/' A commission was appointed
to try or rather to condemn Marshal Marillac, but
it delayed the conviction and thereupon Richelieu
dissolved it and chose a new commission. " It is
necessary to be careful in selecting the judges/' he
wrote. The care was exercised, and a speedy con-
viction ensued, but such trials bring the administra-
tion of justice into disrepute. The Cardinal viewed
this procedure with satisfaction. He writes, " I will
cut the nails of those against whom we must be on
guard so short that their ill-will will be harmless/'
He kept his word.

In Richelieu's foreign policy there was little to
criticise. 'He involved France in the Thirty Years'
War to prevent Austria from becoming supreme in
Germany, but he entertained a well-founded hope
that French success would be rewarded by important
accessions to French territory. The long war was
sure to change the boundaries and relations of many
states; Sweden demanded territorial aggrandisement
as a compensation for her victories; France was
justified in making similar defhands, and was better
able to enforce their satisfaction.

The growth of French power in the seventeen!
century was, perhaps, the most important result o:
Richelieu's administration.    The sixteenth century*
witnessed  little  change in the boundaries of theoflessing of undisturbeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
